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Parents continue federal fight with SB school district

By SCOTT STEEPLETON, NEWS-PRESS CITY EDITOR
February 8, 2019 5:58 AM

Calling teaching material asserting whites are racist S"ar Stery

whether they're conscious of it or not
"unconstitutional indoctrination," a group of parents
is asking a judge to keep alive their federal lawsuit to end a partnership between the Santa
Barbara Unified School District and course creator Just Communities Central Coast.

In a $300,000-per-year deal with the district, the nonprofit Just Communities Central Coast
provides "professional development and training programs that address diversity, inclusion and
equity in schools." Included is what's called implicit bias training along with access to Just
Communities' Institute for Equity in Education, described as being "designed to help district and
school administrators, board members, teachers, counselors, security personnel, all support staff,
educational policy makers, and others who play a role in educating young people to effectively
deal with the racial and ethnic disparities in their schools."

The organization says Fair Education Santa Barbara, a nonprofit that includes parents of children
in the district, has no standing to sue and its lawsuit should be dismissed.

But in papers opposing that contention, attorney Eric Early argues that for a variety of reasons the
attempt to dismiss the lawsuit is flawed. The issue will be heard by U.S. District Court Judge
Stephen V. Wilson Feb. 25 in Los Angeles.

For James Fenkner, a 53-year-old father of three girls in the district and chairman of Fair
Education Santa Barbara, the courses, which have cost the district more than $1 million, do
nothing to bridge the achievement gap and instead rob the district of money that could go toward
hiring at least 10 teachers for a year.

Mr. Fenkner was founder and director of the onetime Russian hedge fund Red Star.

He spent 15 years in Russia before moving his family to Santa Barbara a decade ago, he told the
News-Press on Thursday.

He also was a professor in the former Soviet Union with the Soros Foundation.
"When we taught there, you had very different historical backgrounds in the class," said Mr.

Fenkner. "There were those that had really bad things happen to their families. And not 200 years
ago, literally 50 years ago. You never would try to pit students against each other. It's the
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antithesis of education."

"You have to raise up the kids and teach them the subject matter," he added, "not say that, 'Well,
this one doesn't understand the subject matter, so therefore it's because of the other one.' It's
absolutely inappropriate.”

But that's what the subject matter at the heart of the lawsuit is all about.

Fair Santa Barbara calls the material "exclusionary and discriminatory" and an "attempt to
indoctrinate staff and students with a warped view of the world where racism can only be
perpetrated by 'white people' and where the success of students in so-called 'privileged' groups is
due solely to their 'unearned access to resources."

Instructional material used in Just Communities training sessions states "Privileged Groups"
include "Men," "White People," "Christian People" and "Wealthy People" while "Target Groups"
include "Women," "People of Color" and "Working Class & Poor."

Racism is described as "(a) system of oppression based on race that privileges white people and
targets people of color."

The material also defines privilege as "(u)nearned access to resources that enhance one's
chances of getting what one needs or influencing others in order to lead a safe, productive and
fulfilling life."

Just Communities claims in one respect that Fair Education Santa Barbara has not pled any
direct injuries to its members.

But case law cited by Mr. Early in the plaintiff's opposition papers states "there is ordinarily little
question" that when a government action of which a plaintiff is an object "has caused (the plaintiff)
injury ... a judgment preventing ... the action will redress it."

But the content of the courses is only one area of attack by Fair Education Santa Barbara.
Awarding the contracts, said Mr. Fenkner, has been done "in a completely intransparent way, and
in violation of an open bidding process."

In Russia, Mr. Fenkner and his wife tried to find top-notch education for their children.

"When my oldest daughter was in elementary school, we did what most parents do, we tried to
get her in the best school possible," he said. "That school is Moscow School No. 175. Did a little
research on it and realized that was also the school where Stalin put his daughter, Svetlana. And
| thought to myself, 'This is not why we're here."

He called the Just Communities courses "straight-up racism. lt's straight-up sexism. It's straight-
up sectarianism."

"Their implied view is that all of the racism problems come from one particular group," Mr.
Fenkner said. "I can tell you from being around the world, it's a problem of humanity, it's not one
group. Same thing with gender. Same thing with religious affiliation. It's absolutely against the rule
that America has put in place to protect people."

To make its point, Just Communities courses include physically separating participants into
different racial groups, "requiring all individuals that JCCC perceives to be 'white' to be
segregated in a separate room to receive instruction that differs from all perceived 'non-white'
participants."

In these racially segregated sessions, "white" participants "are instructed that, whether they are
conscious of it or not, all 'white people' are racist and collude to promote or perpetuate racism
against non-whites."

Dissenters, according to the complaint, are branded racist.

"We came here because we wanted (our daughters) to be in a real American education system,
one which was liberal in the traditional sense ... where people would have a voice and not use
that voice to crowd out others," said Mr. Fenkner.

"What we've found, increasingly, is almost as bad as the one-party state environment in Russia."

email: ssteepleton@newspress.com
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